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05 August 2005   

Dear Secretary of State

Brighton Main Line RUS -

the proposed downgrading of the Gatwick Express service

Reference is made to my letters to you, dated 30 November 2004 and 24 January 2005. I would also refer you to the letters written directly to you by the senior management of various major overseas airlines, who are BAR UK members.

The very serious concerns expressed in all of those letters remain, to which can be added the following:

· A cornerstone of the sustainability of aviation in the UK is a greater use of public transport; the Gatwick Express is a great example of what can be achieved. It is profitable, very well-used, charges acceptable premium fares, and is profitable. People want to use it, and do.

· New airlines wishing to fly to London or other carriers wishing to expand outwards to new destinations, largely rely on Gatwick. This is due, as you are undoubtedly aware, to the pressures at Heathrow, not only of slot capacity, but also the cap on passenger numbers.

· With the selection of London for the Olympics in 2012, implementation of the SRA’s proposals would indeed seem well out of step with requirements.

· The growth in aviation continues to outpace the accepted forecasts, especially in respect of passenger numbers. This directly affects:

(a) the demand for the Gatwick Express, and 

(b) the suitability of the platforms at Gatwick Airport station as proposed by the SRA.

BAR UK has highlighted the very considerable safety issues affecting platforms, and on-board the commuter trains, and has no reason to lessen its concerns on these matters.

It is understood that BAA have offered a compromise solution that would allow the retention of the core Gatwick Express services which would go some to alleviating the overcapacity in the BML morning peak. 

Respectfully, it is suggested that before any decision is taken, it would be better to wait until the new operator of Thameslink is in place, in April. The opportunity will then be provided to see how they propose to address the issue of overcrowding on the London Bridge and City Services, which is largely the problem the SRA was trying to solve.

Yours sincerely

Mike Carrivick

Michael Carrivick FRAeS

Chief Executive


