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Anne Follin

Planning and Development Manager

Edinburgh Airport

EDINBURGH

EH12 9DN

8 September 2005 

Dear Anne

Response of BAR UK to the consultation on

the Edinburgh Master Plan

BAR UK represents 90 scheduled airlines in the UK, of which 10 of them operate services to Edinburgh Airport.  

We are pleased to have been involved in this process, and to be able to provide our views to the proposals made within the Master Plan. These views are not detailed, but are high-level and supportive in nature.

General Statements

BAR UK is supportive of the expansion of Edinburgh Airport, but recognises that such expansion has to be sustainable environmentally. The proposals made in the Master Plan are in line with the Government’s white paper, ‘The Future of Air Transport’.

The expansion of Edinburgh Airport provides opportunities for airlines, and their passengers, to provide more regional point-to-point flights, and the development of more direct medium/longhaul flights. In both cases, transfers at an intermediate airport can be eliminated, providing benefits for the travelling public and for the environment.

Passenger growth

It is noted that passenger numbers are expected to grow by over 50% in the period 2005-2013, and BAR UK has no reason to disagree with such a large growth estimate, or for the estimate given for the period 2013-2030. Such data are core to the proposals in the Master Plan.

The question is asked in Paragraph 5.2.6 whether the development of high-speed rail links between Scotland and London will greatly impact air domestic air services. There is no easy answer.

If one is living in the city of Edinburgh, and wishing to do business in central London/City, then it could be argued that a high-speed train might be better. On the other hand, if one is nearer EDI Airport than Waverley station, whose purpose is transacting business in the Thames Valley/Sussex/Essex, then it will probably be argued that air services are much more convenient.

Should air passenger numbers fall as a result of growth in rail travel, then it would be conceivable that frequency of flights would be maintained, but that smaller-capacity aircraft used instead.

Cargo

All flights by BAR UK members carry freight and BAR UK supports the proposal to develop freight facilities on a proven need basis.

Passenger Terminal

BAR UK supports the expansion of the terminal facilities, and welcomes the proposed introduction more stands for larger aircraft.

It is not clear how many will be contact stands, and how many will be remote. Subject to the investment involved, and impact on charges, BAR UK supports the introduction of more contact stands whenever feasible.

BAR UK notes the expanded check-in areas that are proposed, but counsels the airport operator that it must continue to bear in mind the introduction of more and more non-traditional check-in processes eg home check-in, self-service kiosks etc.

Runways / Taxiways

BAR UK fully supports the proposed taxiway extension. It is vital for the effective use of the current single runway, and will bring associated environmental benefits by reducing fuel burns for waiting aircraft.

BAR UK also supports the proposed second parallel runway, and the closure of Runway 12/30.

Surface access

BAR UK welcomes the proposed enhancements, but looks forward to learning more of the specific details in due course.

Staff facilities

The Master Plan does not seem to identify what impacts there are for staff based at the airport eg transport access, parking etc, or what opportunities are presented in this respect. It is suggested that these aspects should be featured in the final document.

Yours sincerely

Mike Carrivick

Michael Carrivick FRAeS

Chief Executive
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