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Response of BAR UK to the consultation on

the Aberdeen Master Plan

BAR UK represents over 90 scheduled airlines in the UK, of which some of these operate services to Aberdeen Airport.  

We are pleased to have been involved in this process, and to be able to provide our views to the proposals made within the Master Plan. These are not detailed, but are high-level and supportive in nature. Consequently, only a few of the questions raised in the consultation document, as summarised on Page 42, are addressed.

Our members will require value for money. An objective of the Master Plan must be to lead to a real fall in the costs and charges levied upon the airline community

SUMMARY STATEMENTS

BAR UK is supportive of the expansion of Aberdeen Airport, but recognises that such expansion has to be sustainable environmentally. The proposals made in the Master Plan are in line with the Government’s white paper, ‘The Future of Air Transport’.

The expansion provides opportunities for airlines, and their passengers, to provide more regional point-to-point flights, and the development of more direct medium/longhaul flights. In both cases, transfers at an intermediate airport can be eliminated, providing benefits for the travelling public and for the environment.

The rate of implementation of the Master Plan must remain flexible, and responsive to market needs. Therefore, implementation must be ‘market led’, not ‘plan led’.

RESPONSES

Chapter 2

Bar UK fully supports the contention that aviation derives social and economic benefits, not only for the city and the immediate area, but also for Scotland as a whole.

It needs to be recognised that air services offer passenger transportation to all parts of the globe, not only for outward travel originating in Scotland, but also for the many visitors into the country from overseas, so vital for the country’s business and tourism interests. The same applies to cargo facilities for imports and exports.

Chapter 4

BAR UK makes this observation. Various airport facilities and services are featured in this chapter, but it does not include any information regarding the choice of ground handlers, either now or in the future.

Comments from BAR UK members strongly indicate that the prevailing arrangements are extremely limited. This is in respect of the lack of check-in desks, and self-handling. Attempts to get CUTE installed, which would solve the check-in desk issues, have so far been unsuccessful, and no certainty exists as to when CUTE will be operational. 

The results is poor passenger service and dissatisfaction from your airline customers.

These are important aspects relating to Aberdeen Airport right now, let alone the future. BAR UK looks forward to them being fully addressed in the final version of the Master Plan. 

Chapter 5

Re 5.2.3 passenger growths - It is noted that passenger numbers are expected to grow by between 3.0-3.6% in the period 2005-2015, and BAR UK has no reason to disagree with that estimate, or for one given for the period 2015-2030. However, compared to other Scottish airports, these rates of growth seem modest. That, of course, may be due to the lower density of population in that part of Scotland when compared to Edinburgh and Glasgow.

Chapter 6

In principle, BAR UK strongly supports the expansion of the runway and terminal facilities, and welcomes the proposed introduction of more stands for larger aircraft.

Runways / Taxiways

BAR UK fully supports the proposed airfield improvements and specifically the proposed runway extension. 

Aircraft manufacturers, and engine makers, have produced a wide range of short/medium/long-haul aircraft that can fly longer distances much more economically. However, the length of the current runway at Aberdeen inhibits them on range. Consequently, with full passenger loads, re-fuelling stops, even for short-haul aircraft, have to be made on some routes. Such stops are time-consuming and expensive, and add to environmental pressures.

The restricted runway length also inhibits potential new entrants from commencing operations from Aberdeen to destinations further afield.

The ability for airlines to fly further, without making re-fuelling stops, provided by an extended runway, is not only more convenient for passengers and airlines, but is significantly better for the environment.

Cargo

All flights by BAR UK members carry freight and BAR UK supports the proposal to develop freight facilities on a proven need basis.

Next steps

The Master Plan does not seem to identify what impacts there are for staff based at the airport eg transport access, parking etc, or what opportunities are presented in this respect. It is suggested that these aspects should be featured in the final document.
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